[Appearance of circulating immune complexes in patients with Hodgkin's disease and the etiology of this disease].
The serum of 47 previously untreated patients with Hodgkin disease (HD) was subjected to analysis for the presence and level of circulating immune complexes (IC) detected by the tests of inhibition of EA and EAC rosette formation. The control group included 100 healthy persons, health service workers. Significantly higher incidence and levels were demonstrated of EA IC and EAC IC in the serum of patients in relation to the control group (p < 0.001). No correlation, however, was found between the appearance of EA IC and EAC IC and the degree of clinical progression of the disease, and the presence or absence of systemic symptoms. The presence of IC in the serum of patients with HD is one link in the whole chain of various immunological disturbances existing in this disease, the starting point of which can be a pathologically changed cell of the lymphatic system.